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We went and viewed the old castle of Col, which is not far from the present house, near the shore, and founded on a rock. It has never been a large feudal residence, aftd has nothing about it that requires a particular description. Like other old inconvenient buildings of the same age, it exemplified Gray's picturesque lines,
'Huge1 windows that exclude the light, And passages that lead to nothing.'
It may however be worth mentioning, that on the second story we saw a vault, which was, and still is, the family prison. There was a woman put into it by the laird, for theft, within these ten years; and any offender would be confined there yet; for, from the necessity of the thing, as the island is remote from any power established by law, the laird must exercise his jurisdiction to a certain degree.
We were shewn, in a corner of this vault, a hole, into which Col said greater criminals used to be put. It was now filled up with rubbish of different kinds. He said, it was of a great depth. 'Ay, (said Dr. Johnson, smiling,) all such places, that arc filled ?//>, were of a great depth.' He is very quick in shewing that he docs not give credit to careless or exaggerated accounts of things. After seeing the castle, we looked at a small hut near it. It is called Teigh Franc/iic/t,i.c. the Frenchman's House. Col could not tell us the history of it. A poor man with a wife and children now lived in it. We went into it, and Dr. Johnson gave them some charity. There was but one bed for all the family, and the hut was very smoky. When he came out, he said to me, ' Et Jioc sccnnduvi scntcntiaiu pliilosopliornm cst csse bcatus*.' BOSWELL. ' The philosophers, when they placed happiness in a cottage, supposed cleanliness and no smoke.' JOHNSON. ' Sir, they did not think about cither.'
1  In the original, Rich ivindoivs.   A Long' Story, 1. 7.
2  'And this according to the philosophers is happiness.'    Boswell says of Crabbe's poem The Village, that ' its sentiments as to the false notions of rustick happiness and rustick virtue were quite congenial with Johnson's own.'   Ante, iv, 202.
Weofarnest.' Johnson's Works, ix. nS.
